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Who should submit
The legal requirement to submit a declaration, on time and

accurately, lies with the carrier. This is the operator of the active
means of transport on, or in, which the goods are brought into the

customs territory.

Goods travelling by rail
If your goods are travelling by rail, the carrier will be the rail freight

operator who is authorised to traction the train through the
Channel Tunnel into Great Britain.

Goods travelling by air or sea
If your goods are travelling by air or sea, the legal requirement is

with the party that has contracted and issued the bill of lading or
an air waybill, for the carriage of the goods into Great Britain or
Northern Ireland. For sea, this means the shipping company is

responsible, and for air, the airline.

Goods travelling by roll-on roll-off (RoRo)
If your goods are travelling by roll-on roll-off:

• the haulage company is responsible for lodging the declaration 
for accompanied goods

• the ferry operator is responsible for lodging the declaration 
for unaccompanied goods

Goods travelling by combined transport
In the case of combined transport (such as a truck carried on a

ferry),the obligation to file an entry summary declaration lies
with the operator of the active means of transport (the carrier) 

on arrival in the UK.

If a truck is carried on a ferry, and will drive off the ferry on arrival in
the UK, the obligation lies with the trucking company.

If a ferry is transporting an unaccompanied trailer or container, the
active means of transport is the ferry, even when the trailer or

container could be attached to a truck when it arrives at its
destination.

Who else can submit a declaration
The entry summary declaration can be submitted by a third party on the carrier’s behalf. A third party cannot file without the

knowledge and consent of the carrier. The carrier remains responsible for ensuring the declaration is submitted on time.
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